USE OF PSEUDONYM TO PROTECT THE VICTIM’S IDENTITY IN A CRIMINAL CASE : THE PROCESS

Law Enforcement ‘ START ’ CP;:fte;:::c:)rrds‘s

(L.E.) Records

Ask L.E. to redact YES

the victim’s name in
the police report and
other public records
and replace with a
pseudonym.

Ask the prosecutor to: Ask the prosecutor
L.E. (1) prepare an amended to identify the victim
NO say (superseding) charging by a pseudonym
“No.” instrument that identifies the . |ntthe chtarglgg I
victim by a pseudonym:; File a motion (or ask the ‘ inSardiamEne nel &
. > . . uture documents and
(2) file the superseding pro_secutor to file a motion) g
o with the court to seek an proceedings
charging instrument; and der that (1) directs all
W (3) file a motion for an order Prosecutor ;)rt er af etc stﬁ
Upon reporting, that (a) seals the original says uture rererences to the Prosecutor
ask L.E. to charging instrument; (b) e victim by any party be to says “Yes.”
identify the : ) : : .the pseudonym; and (2).
victim by a LE GO TO directs all parties to use a —’_ directs all parties to refrain
pseudonym in “'Y;:a,}’ «Prosecutor & pseudonym going forward; from disclosing the victim’s Prosecutor
the police report ’ Court Records” and (c) directs all parties to name to third parties. says “No.”
and other public Step refrain from disclosing the w
records. victim’s name to third parties.
For more on this
L.E. topic, visit the If th_e court
:lay Prosec’:ltor NCVLI dentnfas any
“No.” says “No.” motion or
File a petition for a writ of mandamus/prohibition with the court to request an order LI;QX\VRY petition, seek
that (1) directs L.E. to identify the victim by a pseudonym in the police report and appellate
all public records maintained by L.E.; (2) redacts the victim’s name from existing
records and substitutes a pseudonym; and (3) protects from public disclosure any
record that identifies the victim by both his/her real name and pseudonym.

File a motion (or petition for a writ of mandamus/prohibition) with the court
to request an order that (1) seals the original charging instrument; (2) directs
all parties to use a pseudonym going forward; (3) directs the prosecutor to
source — Google, news websites, Westlaw, blogs, etc. — and ask that /Iv'wnvl\ redact the victim’s name in the charging instrument, substituting a pseudonym,

If you find references to the victim’s real name online, contact the For more on this topic, visit the

they redact and substitute with a pseudonym. If a website links to and refile the amended (superseding) charging instrument; and (4) directs all
(or has uploaded a copy of) a public record with the real name, ask parties to refrain from disclosing the victim’s name to third parties.
the website to replace with the pseudonym version ASAP.
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